RPFAB Book Nook Diorama Kit
Assembly Guide – Infinity Mirror (IM)
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Thank you for your purchase. Now
it’s time to get your creative ideas
flowing and put together your Book
Nook Diorama!
Included parts: Wooden Laser Cut pieces, x4 magnets
(installed) and x4 screws. Acrylic window is optional.

If you have experience with building Book Nooks:
There are different ways to assemble and use this kit so
feel free to deviate from this guide if your design requires
it! Before decorating and gluing things up, I recommend a
quick pre-assembly to mark the panels with a sketch and
notes to remember which side is up, and forward.
If you’ve never assembled a Book Nook before, here are some general tips:
I like to start by decorating the individual interior panels and base. Then assemble the
panels using a flexible hot glue. This will help allow each tab and slot to line up and create
a well shaped final box. Plus, if you want to make a change, you can easily do so at any
time.
When you’re happy that the book nook doesn’t need to be disassembled again, add a
stronger wood or epoxy glue (E6000) to the joints to further secure the panels. This
method ensures the box will stay ‘square’ and be very strong. Don’t glue the exterior side
panels on!
This book nook uses removable magnetic side panels. This method allows you to remove
the panels at any time to conceal battery packs. To install the side panels, simply insert
the tabs into the front frame and close the panel. There is a notch in the top, rear
corner that you can use to re-open the panel.

With that overview in mind, let’s go to the step by step instructions!
We’re excited to see your Book Nook Story!
Use hashtag #RPFAB or send us photos to Rich@RPFab.com so that
we can support your work.
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Some panels are marked with a number, arrows or guide for installation.
Look for these markings. Panels marked with “FRONT >>>” indicate
that the arrows face to toward the open end. “Left” and “Right” are
stage left and stage right and match the markings on the base.

STEP 1
Let’s start with the front frame. This is two parts that get glued with wood glue. I
recommend using clothes pins or masking tape to hold them together while glue dries.

Align the inner
opening!

Wood glue!

STEP 2
Add two gussets (with the small holes) to the side walls with glue. Align them as shown.
Line up the small
holes!

We’re excited to see your Book Nook Story!
Use hashtag #RPFAB or send us photos to rich@RPFab.com so that we can support your work.
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Here’s where the magic of the Infinity Nook starts! There are two
main areas in the infinity nook. The front chamber is towards the front
of the nook. The rear chamber is logically towards the rear of the nook.
Between these two areas is a transparent mirror with a wooden
border.
When the rear chamber is well lighted and the front chamber is darker, you will see
through the transparent mirror into the rear chamber. Within the rear chamber, you will
see solid decorative items inside of the chamber PLUS a reflection in the rear, solid mirror.
Within the rear mirror’s reflection, you will see the same items again PLUS the reflection of
the transparent mirror instead of seeing yourself! And thus, a repeating pattern starts
to happen. The key element for success here is a well lighted rear chamber area.

STEP 3
You will need to decide how much room you want in the rear
chamber. On the interior of the walls (x2) from Step 2,
measure and mark a line parallel to the front edge. This is
where your center wall and transparent mirror will be located.
Glue the thin strip of wood along this line. Your mirror and
center wall will install to this strip of wood. In our illustrated
model, we use about 100mm or 4”.

100mm
4inches

We’re excited to see your Book Nook Story!
Use hashtag #RPFAB or send us photos to rich@RPFab.com so that we can support your work.
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STEP 4
Adding the magnets to the exterior side panels. Glue these in place. I recommend clothes
pins or tape to keep them from moving around. Align them to the laser markings as
shown.

The laser markings
and magnets should
be on the interior of
the box!
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Remember: As you put the kit together it’ll be more difficult to
decorate. Feel free to change the order of these steps to suit your
needs!

STEP 5
Now let’s add the base to the sub-assembly from Step 3. This can be glued on as shown.
I recommend a glue with a bit of flex to it, like hot gun glue. You can also temporarily add
the rear and top panels to align and hold these panels in place.
Can be installed
either direction!

Flexible hot glue
recommended!

The laser markings
face up!
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STEP 6
Now let’s add the interior panels to the sub-assembly from Step 4. This step will likely be
combined with decorating and painting so you may want to change the order a bit. Masking
tape on the top edge is useful to hold the walls temporarily.

Flexible hot glue
recommended!
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STEP 7
The included mirrors are made from Acrylic plastic and can be cut with a regular razor blade
or hobby knife. For the rear mirror, remove the adhesive backing paper and install the
whole mirror as shown such that the edge lines up with the wood. Trim the mirror flush
to the opposite side (see below).
Leave the
protection on the
mirror as much as
possible to prevent
damage!

Align to one edge!

Cutting an Acrylic Mirror (may be intimidating, but it’s easy!)
First thing, let’s talk safety. This mirror is made of plastic and will have edges
similar to a plastic milk jug. They’re sort of sharp, but not “shards of glass”
knife sharp. If you feel more comfortable wearing gloves, by all means please do.
If you followed the installation directions above, you should have some extra mirror hanging off the edge of this
wooden panel. Place the mirror face down so that the adhesive side and wood panel are up. Use a sharp knife to
score a line into the mirror following the edge of the wood panel. Do this 2-3 times to get a visible cut mark.

Score the mirror
along this edge!

Now you have two options: you can keep scoring along the same line
to eventually cut through the mirror or you can gently flex and bend
the mirror along the score line to snap the mirror.
If you need to clean up the edges, they can be trimmed with a knife
or sanded with an emery board. Just be sure to keep the edge as
straight as possible.

We’re excited to see your Book Nook Story!
Use hashtag #RPFAB or send us photos to rich@RPFab.com so that we can support your work.
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STEP 8
Now let’s add that mirror panel to the main nook and install the center wall. I would
recommend trying to avoid using glue on the mirror panels because you’ll want to clean the
mirrors later. Taking the rear panel in and out can also be useful to avoid mirror damage.

We’re excited to see your Book Nook Story!
Use hashtag #RPFAB or send us photos to rich@RPFab.com so that we can support your work.
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STEP 9
Add the exterior top panel to the sub-assembly from Step 8. This step can be a bit tricky
but the tabs and slots will fit together well. While you are decorating interior corners, keep
the top installed as much as possible to ensure the walls are in the right location when it
comes time to permanently attach it. Also while decorating, you can use the enclosed rubber
band to hold the top in place.

Flexible hot glue
recommended!
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STEP 10
The Front frame sub-assembly from Step 1 should now fit into place. We install the frame
with the wider end to the top to hide ceiling mounted LED lights. This part would normally
be attached with wood glue or epoxy unless you plan to remove it.
If you don’t think you’ll need to disassembly the model, this is also a good time to add
adhesive to all other panel joints to add strength.

Wider end to the
top!

Permanent glue
recommended!
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Use hashtag #RPFAB or send us photos to rich@RPFab.com so that we can support your work.

Revised 4/9/2021

RPFAB Book Nook Diorama Kit
Assembly Guide – Infinity Mirror (IM)
Some panels are marked with a number, arrows or guide for installation.
Look for these markings. Panels marked with “FRONT >>>” indicate
that the arrows face to toward the open end. “Left” and “Right” are
stage left and stage right and match the markings on the base.

STEP 11
If you have the optional window, you can slide it in and out at any time. To slide it in, place
the book nook face down on the front panel. Remove the paper protection from the acrylic
panel and slide it in from either side as shown. It may catch on the wall of the opposite
side, so take care with a slim object like a knife blade to help it slide into place. It will be
held in place with the side panels, so no glue is recommended.
(SW Single Wide box shown)

Do not glue!
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STEP 12
Final step! Using a small screw driver (Phillips #1 size) install x4 screws provided into the
gussets. Leave the screw head sticking out about 1mm. The screws are steel, and the
magnets in the side panels will attract to them holding the side panels in place.
Install the side panels. Insert the three tabs to the front frame slots. Allow the side
panel to close and latch. You can use the finger notches to release the panel.
Finger notch to
open panel.
Magnet will stick to the
screw. Thread the screw
in or out to adjust side
panel gap.

Do not glue!

(MR Mirrored box shown)
We’re excited to see your Book Nook Story!
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FINISHED!

We’re excited to see your Book Nook Story!
Use hashtag #RPFAB or send us photos to rich@RPFab.com so that we can support your work.

